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the alien literary forms of Latin prose and verse—forms
themselves borrowed by a deliberate effort by the Romans
from Greece. In the Greek world under the empire, with
a richer intellectual heritage or " background ", intellectual
life was less jejune ; but Greece like the West had been
terribly damaged in Rome's wars of conquest, and Greeks
no less than western provincials were denied the stimulus
of feeling that they were really sharing in the responsibility
for their own fate. It was left to a section of the " internal
proletariat ", the despised Jews, to develop at last, through
the medium of the spoken Greek of the day, a literature
embodying ideas that could inspire whole populations and
be the basis of the new civilization of Christendom.
If, on the other hand, " external forces ", in Whitehead's
phrase, do intervene, the weakness of such an overripe
civilization is seen in another way; the ruling class fails
to defend its position with anything like the vigour and
determination that might have been expected. It may even
happen that mercenaries or peasant soldiers fight gallantly
for their masters, while those masters themselves, sceptical
or dilettantes, shrink from the crudities of struggle and
leave them unled, like sections of the French nobility in
face of the Revolution, or like the Sung court before the
successors of Jengis Khan,
Something of this lassitude, one may well imagine from
their art, must have permeated Minoan society before, as
it would appear, one blow on one day turned a civilization
to its decline.
The leadership of the Aegean world passed to Mykenai,
the mainland fortress whose kings ruled, or at least led, the
lords of the other fortresses of Argolis. It may be, as Evans
believes, that it was an internal proletariat that plundered
the shattered palace so thoroughly of its silver and gold;
and the culture of Crete still influences that of the mainland
after 1400, Even in the Odyssey,1 Crete is still the island
of ninety cities, and Knossos is revered as the home of Minos
the friend of Zeus. But it is mainland pottery that now
* Od. xvii, 528 ; xix, 172 ff,

